
 
 

Progression in Art and Design 
 

Year 1 artists will be able to… 
Begin to explore different techniques involved in drawing, such as shading thick/thin lines 

Begin to use a variety of brushes to see what happens 
Use a variety of materials for sculpting and experiment with joining and constructing 

 
Year 2 artists will be able to… 

Use a range of different materials to draw with, such as pencils, felt tips, charcoal, 
crayons, chalk and pastels 

Recognise the primary colours and experiment with mixing paints to understand tone and 
secondary colours 

 
Year 3 artists will be able to… 

Demonstrate knowledge of a range of techniques for developing tone, texture, light and 
shadow 

Begin to experiment with colour for effect and mood 

 
Year 4 artists will be able to… 

Develop their understanding of sculpture, including adding expression through texture 
Sort and arrange materials with purpose to create effect 

Develop their weaving and colour fabric skills including the skill of stitching 

 
Year 5 artists will be able to… 

Use a variety of drawing tools, including new techniques such as creating perspective 
Use the language of colour accurately and use inspiration from natural and non-natural 

works to create a colour palette 

 
Year 6 artists will be able to… 

Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 
Demonstrate proficiency in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design 

techniques 
Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and 
cultural development of their art forms 



 


